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Mercedes-Benz expands open innovation activities in Canada alongside research
in neuromorphic computing

e Mercedes-Benz and the Ontario government, through the Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network (OVIN),
establish incubators to foster startup creation, startup scouting and automotive innovation in Ontario,
Canada

e OVIN Incubators join growing international Mercedes-Benz STARTUP AUTOBAHN network

e |Initiative aims to drive transfer to industrialization, leveraging the region’s strong foundation in advanced
automotive technology and smart mobility

e Research collaboration with University of Waterloo complements existing academic research into
neuromorphic computing

Stuttgart/Toronto. Mercedes-Benz is partnering with the Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network (OVIN), the
Government of Ontario’s flagship initiative for the automotive and mobility sector. The purpose is to expand
startup creation and scouting activities in North America and to promote the commercialization of automotive
innovation. The OVIN Incubators Program will focus on identifying and fostering innovation in future software & Al,
future vehicle components and future electric drive. Working with startups, and in partnership with OVIN,
Mercedes-Benz will help progress promising projects through the provision of its specialist expertise and use cases.
Selected projects will also benefit from the international Mercedes-Benz STARTUP AUTOBAHN network. Separately,
the company intends to start a research collaboration with the University of Waterloo, Ontario with a focus on
neuromorphic computing for automated driving applications. The move complements a range of ongoing
Mercedes-Benz R&D activities in Canada.

“Innovation is part of Mercedes-Benz DNA. In our global R&D strategy, open innovation gives us rapid and direct
access to the latest ideas and developments around the world. We are therefore delighted to further expand our
activities in Canada as a founding partner of the OVIN Incubators. In a fast-paced environment, it is another
important channel for developing exciting future products and elevating our customer experience through new
technologies.”

Markus Schafer, Member of the Board of Management of Mercedes-Benz Group AG, Chief Technology Officer, Development &
Procurement

The academic research collaboration and participation in the OVIN Incubators Program are the latest in a series of
initiatives underpinned by the company’s Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the government of Canada,
signed in 2022. The aim of the MoU is to strengthen cooperation across the electric vehicle value chain. Through
the partnership with the Ontario government through OVIN, Mercedes-Benz is accelerating and expanding its
presence by tapping into Ontario’s international acclaim as a centre for tech development, recognizing the
province’s significance for Mercedes-Benz’s global innovation network.

Open innovation draws in ideas, inspiration and technologies from a wide variety of external sources and partners.
This approach is a long-established part of Mercedes-Benz R&D strategy, enriching and complementing the
company’s internal R&D work worldwide.
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“This new partnership between the Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network (OVIN) and Mercedes-Benz is going to be a
significant boost for our province’s automotive and mobility sectors. By bringing together the best of industry,
research, and entrepreneurial talent, we’re fostering innovation that will strengthen our economy, create good jobs
and position Ontario as a leader in the auto and electric vehicle technologies of the future.”

Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario

“Ontario continues to build its reputation as a world leader in manufacturing the cars of the future, with $44 billion
in new investments by automakers, EV battery manufacturers and parts suppliers coming into the province over the
last four years. The launch of OVIN Incubators represents another link in our growing end-to-end, fully integrated,
EV supply chain. With a new platform for our world-class tech ecosystem to develop homegrown mobility
innovations, Ontario talent will continue to be on the forefront of creating the technologies that will power vehicles
all over the world through the Mercedes-Benz STARTUP AUTOBAHN network.”

Vic Fedeli, Ontario Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade

“As Ontario sets its sights on the next decade of growth of its automotive and mobility sector, it is vital that we
continue to foster the talent, technical expertise and capacity for innovation to achieve this future. The OVIN
Incubators build a robust foundation for nurturing the next generation of innovators by providing a clear pathway
from research and development to commercialization and industrialization, in partnership with Ontario’s leading
postsecondary institutions and major industry players. This platform will further cement the foundation for
sustainable economic growth within the sector and beyond, across the entire province.”

Raed Kadri, Head of OVIN

Mercedes-Benz partners in OVIN Incubators to accelerate startup scouting and support commercialization

In its pilot phase, the OVIN Incubators Program will conduct startup scouting to identify opportunities in Ontario
relevant to Mercedes-Benz fields of research. The aim is to empower startups to engage with industry and establish
a robust pipeline of companies whose growth can be catalyzed. Together, OVIN and Mercedes-Benz will narrow
down an initial longlist through a process of evaluation, ultimately arriving at individual projects that will progress
to proof-of-concept based on Mercedes-Benz use cases. The OVIN Incubators join a growing international network
of regional programmes benefitting from the Mercedes-Benz STARTUP AUTOBAHN platform for open innovation.
This globally networked and locally executed approach seeks to maximize the pool of ideas, innovations and
technologies that can flow into future Mercedes-Benz products. Looking to the future, the next phase of the OVIN
Incubators will seek to expand its scope through the addition of further partners from industry and academia.

Collaboration with the University of Waterloo to help seed, grow and harvest research in the field of neuromorphic
computing

Mercedes-Benz and the University of Waterloo have sighed a Memorandum of Understanding to collaborate on
research led by Prof. Chris Eliasmith in the field of neuromorphic computing. The focus is on the development of
algorithms for advanced driving assistance systems. By mimicking the functionality of the human brain,
neuromorphic computing could significantly improve Al computation, making it faster and more energy efficient.
While preserving vehicle range, safety systems could, for example, detect traffic signs, lanes and objects much
better, even in poor visibility, and react faster. Neuromorphic computing has the potential to reduce the energy
required to process data for autonomous driving by 90 percent compared to current systems.

“Industry collaboration is at the heart of our success as Canada's largest engineering school. We recognize that
research partnerships with companies such as Mercedes-Benz bring opportunities to directly apply and test our
work, while introducing our students to the highest standards in industry.”

Mary Wells, Dean, Faculty of Engineering at the University of Waterloo

The work with the University of Waterloo complements a series of existing Mercedes-Benz research collaborations
on neuromorphic computing. One focus is on neuromorphic end-to-end learning for autonomous driving. To realize
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the full potential of neuromorphic computing, Mercedes-Benz is building up a network of universities and research
partnerships. The company is, for example, consortium leader in the NAOMI4Radar project funded by the German
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action. Here, the company is working with partners to assess
how neuromorphic computing can be used to optimize the processing of radar data in automated driving systems.
In addition, Mercedes-Benz has been cooperating with Karlsruhe University of Applied Sciences. This work centres
on neuromorphic cameras, also known as event-based cameras.

About the Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network OVIN

OVIN is an initiative of the Government of Ontario, led by the Ontario Centre of Innovation (OCl), designed to
reinforce Ontario’s position as a North American leader in automotive and mobility technology and solutions such
as connected vehicles, autonomous vehicles, and electric and low-carbon vehicle technologies. Through resources
such as research and development (R&D) support, talent and skills development, technology acceleration, business
and technical supports, and demonstration grounds, OVIN provides a competitive advantage to Ontario-made
automotive and mobility technology companies.

About STARTUP AUTOBAHN

STARTUP AUTOBAHN is an open innovation platform for startups in the field of mobility. The innovation driver was
founded in 2016 by Mercedes-Benz, formerly Daimler, in cooperation with the innovation platform Plug and Play,
the research factory ARENA2036 and the University of Stuttgart. This has resulted in an entire innovation network
around the globe - with programmes in the United States, China, India, South Korea and now also in Canada. Since
its foundation, a growing number of industrial partners and startups from all over the world have benefited from
the STARTUP AUTOBAHN. Several technologies from the network have already been integrated into Mercedes-Benz
series-production vehicles.

Contact:
Aline Meiser, phone: +49 (0) 176 30900064, aline.meiser@mercedes-benz.com
Sinead Brown, phone: +1 647 2968223, sinead.brown@mercedes-benz.ca

Further information about Mercedes-Benz is available at www.mercedes-benz.com.

Press information and digital services for journalists and multipliers can be found on our
Mercedes-Benz Media online platform at http://media.mercedes-benz.com. Learn more about current
topics and events related to Mercedes-Benz Cars & Vans on our LinkedIn channel

at Mercedes-Benz AG | LinkedIn.

Mercedes-Benz AG at a glance

Mercedes-Benz AG is part of the Mercedes-Benz Group AG with a total of around 166,000 employees worldwide and is responsible for the global business of
Mercedes-Benz Cars and Mercedes-Benz Vans. Ola Kéllenius is Chairman of the Board of Management of Mercedes-Benz AG. The company focuses on the
development, production and sales of passenger cars, vans and vehicle-related services. Furthermore, the company aspires to be the leader in the fields of
electric mobility and vehicle software. The product portfolio comprises the Mercedes-Benz brand with Mercedes-AMG, Mercedes-Maybach and G-Class with their
all-electric models as well as products of the smart brand. Mercedes-Benz AG is one of the world's largest manufacturers of luxury passenger cars. In 2023 it sold
around two million passenger cars and 447,800 vans. In its two business segments, Mercedes-Benz AG is continually expanding its worldwide production network
with more than 30 production sites on four continents, while gearing itself to meet the requirements of electric mobility. At the same time, the company is
constructing and extending its global battery production network on three continents. As sustainability is the guiding principle of the Mercedes-Benz strategy and
for the company itself, this means creating lasting value for all stakeholders: for customers, employees, investors, business partners and society as a whole. The
basis for this is the sustainable business strategy of the Mercedes-Benz Group. The company thus takes responsibility for the economic, ecological and social
effects of its business activities and looks at the entire value chain.
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